Alfred Rosenberg: Gold and blood Speech on November 28, 1940 in the French Chamber of Deputies 
in Paris 


1. In the midst of a discussion of world-historical dimensions, Reichsleiter Rosenberg laid out in this 
speech the deepest roots of this ideological struggle, which will establish a new order in Europe with the 
triumph of blood over gold. The location of the speech gave his words a symbolic meaning that could 
not be overlooked. 


2. In this house the passionate speeches against the German Reich have been given in the course of the 
last decades and the most serious decisions have been made to divide this Reich and to destroy the 
German nation. It would be a lie if I were to explain that, as a German and a National Socialist, I do not 
feel a deep inner satisfaction at being able to speak in this room and especially from this point. 
Nevertheless, I believe that we are not all moved by the feeling of superficial triumph in these months 
and today, but that we are deeply moved by the historic greatness of 1940 and by the tasks that the 
German nation thus faces not only for its own Existence and its greatness, but also for the redesign of 
Europe. 


3. If 1 am now trying to present essential ideas of the French Revolution and the development which 
formed the prerequisites for the great clash of the European peoples, this can only be done with a view 
to these great tasks, with the most extensive understanding of historical processes and full of respect for 
the fighting life in general, which is revealed in such processes. 


4. Really great shocks in human life never arise solely through chance and arbitrariness, but are always 
conditioned, often through years, decades, even sometimes through centuries-long developments, the 
fruits of which are then often visible through a not always essential cause. The great world struggle 
between gold and blood had its dramatic beginning on August 2, 1914, the clash of 1939/40 is the 
tremendous continuation of this world conflict, only at the level of heightened consciousness. The fronts 
that faced each other 2d years ago are essentially the same as booty, only the weight of the forces has 
become so decisively so that we already have a real world-historical solution to this problem through the 
struggle for the hierarchy of values our searching eyes pale. 


5. The conspiracy of high finance and the stock exchanges of the world democracies against the German 
people was already a deliberate event on this side in 1914, but the German Empire at that time had no 
specific idea of the historical situation in which it was put to battle. The tradition of the barren, 
combative Prussia still lived in this empire, the traditions of the time of the great German thinkers and 
poets, but at the same time the political and economic forces had mentally slipped over to the side of 
those stock exchange powers that were heading for the onslaught had prepared against the German 
people. Thus in 1914 Germany found only the slogan of a mere defense of the people and the fatherland, 
was not supported by a unified idea, was not spurred on by the will to achieve a great goal. The division 
of the nation into many mutually exclusive worldviews and views of the state already embodied in 
political parties was the symbol of this internal and external lack of preparation for the beginning world- 
historical debate. And in spite of everything, the democracies could not win a military victory over the 
German Empire and its armed forces; The collapse was only brought about by the revolt in the ranks of 
the armies, followed by all the humiliations and economic plunder that fell on the German people in the 


14 years from 1919 to 1933. In the German nation, too, the consciousness never died that it was not 
really defeated, but rather that it was only worn down by betrayal and starvation and weakened before 
the world for a while. 


6. During this time, however, through the appearance of Adolf Hitler and his National Socialist 
movement, Germany's intellectual position in the midst of world problems and the awareness of the 
obligation to resume the struggle in order to lead Germany to a new height again , the drive has become 
one of the deepest political and ideological revolutions that we have been able to record in German, 
indeed in all of European history. The gold and its servants, who in 1914 opened a world war against the 
still existing deep creative life force in order to force it into their labor, had only achieved a sham 
victory, the real forces of the blood have become in violent indignation against this disgusting lowering 
of the Livable values raised, and today at last the blood wins, d. H. the creative racial power of Central 
Europe, consciously represented, above all the forces of exploitation that intended to spread unchecked 
across this continent. * 7. Recognition of this huge conflict, which lasted for decades, forces us National 
Socialists, just as we investigated the deeper causes of the German collapse of 1918, to now carry out the 
same test against the Schisal of our entire continent. In this specific case here in France, above all against 
those ideas that once overthrew the old regime of the 18th century, rose to the determining force of a 
liberal worldview and actually determined intellectual and political life up to 1914. 


8. We waged a frontal battle against liberalism, Marxism, Judaism and Freemasonry. In the midst of this 
decisive struggle against an apparently secure democratic order celebrated as the only progressive 
democratic order, we have never forgotten that even in this liberal time individual creative personalities, 
great generals and statesmen, researchers and detectors were at work. We have never forgotten that the 
European peoples could not begin their history with the year 1789 and its effects, but that the roots of 
their forces sank far into distant centuries, and ultimately into distant millennia. And in the face of the 
outrage called the "Great French Revolution", we made a distinction between the fact of the uprising 
and the intellectual and moral slogans that were partial causes or accompanying phenomena in the 
course of this uprising. We National Socialists defend ourselves from the outset against the 
misunderstanding that in the midst of the overturning of the world of thought at the turn of the 19th 
century we were aiming for a change in the conditions of life and forms of government of the 18th 
century or even the restoration of much older phenomena in political life . We know very well that at 
the end of the eighteenth century the French people had no choice but to either rot or try again in an 
outrage to save them. The fact that France carried out this survey was undoubtedly still a sign of 
unbroken vitality, but the slogans that this great wave carried with it, close to our deep conviction, did 
not serve the strong and good vital forces, but led people to fantastic, far from life ones Ideas to 
overestimate intellectual constructions, to detach individuals from the given old topsoil and finally due 
to this alienation of life to the abandonment of the blood, first to a Palestinian parasite people and finally 
to the introduction of the negro blood, alien and hostile to all Europeans. The French Revolution of 
1789 was justified outrage against the spirit of the ecclesiastical inquisition and against the degeneracy of 
the dynastic age. It is true that the figure of Louis XIV will probably continue to kindle the French 
pride in some things, but the contemporaries, the French people under him, had experienced such 
exploitation under his regime, which even then led to bitter revolts. It is true that these were bloodily 
suppressed and the triumph of princely arbitrariness passed over them; until finally a weak monarch who 
owed us had to pay with fine blood for what his predecessors had committed. In these few years, which 
lie between the flight of the French royal family near Versailles and the terror of the Jacobins, the 
pendulum swung from the boundless princely and confessional intolerance that had ruled for centuries 


to a fundamental turnaround in tolerance towards everything, and this already weakens As a precipitate 
of enthusiastic philosophers, distant from life, the bloody turning point on the Place de la Concorde 
brought about how Girondists are the predecessors of the Jacobins, always present in critical times. The 
preachers of the so-called human rights were celebrated, regardless of whether one discovered in them 
geniuses the size of Friedrih Schiller or whether some Jewish demagogue used these words. The 
doctrine, once established, swung through the time of Girondin's weakness and then, in spite of all blood 
terror, still remained the basis of oratorial declamations and theories of constitutional law. 8. Once the 
ideas of tolerance were utterances of enthusiastic thinkers, they became tools of political conspirators and 
then passed into the hands of criminal criminals at the turn of the 20th century. 


9. This is the development of the ideas of 1789 during their transition into democratic practice. One 
proclaimed limitless freedom and had forgotten that true freedom is always conditioned by a certain 
shape, i.e. H. that freedom only means the possibility of design and not the breaking through of all 
forms; it was forgotten that every race and every nation that has become historically unique has a certain 
shape which, despite many plastic possibilities, always has its own internal law that can never be 
betrayed with impunity. 10. The French showed what we ourselves had to experience in Germany, that 
a weak hour in the history of a people can have the most decisive consequences for decades, even for 
centuries. The belief, the childlike belief of many millions of Germans in the honesty of the speeches of 
President Wilson was an ideologically weak moment in German history; it cost the German nation 
victory, first politically and then militarily, and brought about all the humiliations that we ourselves had 
to experience for fourteen years in Germany. And for France we can say today that the moment when 
enthusiastic slogans were adopted as political principles led to an increasing disintegration of cultural and 
economic life. not as fast as in Germany, because at that time these ideas still had a certain hypnotizing 
power in connection with the perceived need to overthrow the old regime, but with the same result. 
The breaking of old ties and the proclamation of the absolute freedom of the economic individual made 
possible that capitalist epoch which is now drawing to a close with a terrible catastrophe of the peoples, 
that application of gold as the basis of all social, economic and political life, that recognition of the 
Profits as a measure of social validity that shaped European life in the 19th and early 20th centuries. 
Many a thinker has risen against this age, which is approaching degeneration, in Germany as well as in 
France, even in England. Nietzsche and Lagarde, Wagner and Houston Stewart Chamberlain and many 
others protested against this evasion as people who far-sightedly saw the image of an all-encompassing 
degeneration, when the so-called and vaunted practitioners of life did not even recognize the danger. In 
France Gobineau, de Lapouge and many other similar prophets have been without a people; in England 
Carlyle and. Charles Diens vainly raised their votes against social death and brutal capitalist exploitation. 
These are all true, those who, as far as Germany is concerned, have been honored again today, but those 
who despise them, the so-called capacities of the chairs and advocates of democratic doctrines of the 
19th century, stand before our eyes at best as vague minds and short-sighted people with the facts. 


11. When the question of the emancipation of the Jews was negotiated in the French revolutionary 
parliament, there was a stark divergence between doctrinal views and those people who had not yet lost 
all view of the reality of life. This French doctrinaire demanded the so-called emancipation of Judaism 


without the influence of the royal Jewish military supplier. Behind the male member of the Constituent 
Assembly, the Friends of Judaism had already secured a constructive resolution from the Paris city 
administration in preparation for this demand, and it no longer helped against this tendency that the 
Alsatian representatives courageously declared that the Jewish question could not be solved with phrases. 
When the spokesman of these Alsatians declared in a meeting against the incorrect position of the 
question, which of course was again played on the so-called religious field, that these are very real things 
in life, he was shouted down by one of the applicants with the words: "I demand that all be called to 
order who will speak against the proposition (the emancipation of the Jews), because this will fight the 
constitution itself." It did not help that in a further session the facts of the enormous usury in Elsas were 
enumerated; It was of no avail to explain that the property of the inhabitants of Elsas, which did not 
exceed three million, was owed by fifteen million, of which twelve million were pure usury debts. The 
phrase that enthusiasm triumphed over social facts, and the stream of revolution not only passed over a 
fragile regime, but also in poisonous waves over those strata who had to suffer under the hardships of the 
old regime. The supporters of the emancipation of the Jews, some of whom were themselves dependent 
on Jewish money, worked through the Jewish salons in Berlin on similar German enthusiasts, who in 
turn published writings on the necessity of the liberation of the poor, oppressed Jewish people. And here, 
too, the so-called liberal idea triumphed over the most important basic precepts of national life, a few 
decades after the emancipation of Judaism in France, the liberation of all Jewish instincts through 
Hardenberg's law came near Prussia, near all of Germany. 


